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ANNUAL  REPORT 
of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

1971 

To  the  Chairman  and  Councillors 

In  the  preface  of  this  report  the  main  points  of  interest 
in  the  year  are  drawn  to  your  attention. 

The  Re-Organization  of  Services 

Two  new  Acts  came  into  force  on  the  1st  April,  1971,  neces¬ 
sitating  the  transfer  of  staff  to  other  departments  and  producing 
fundamental  Divisional  changes. 

Firstly,  the  Education  (Handicapped  Children)  Act,  1970  ; 
under  the  powers  of  this  Act,  the  junior  wing  of  Training  Centres 
passed  to  the  Education  Department.  In  this  administrative 
structure  no  child  within  the  statutory  age  limit  is  now  outside 
the  scope  of  education  services 

Secondly,  the  Local  Authority  Social  Services  Act  of  1970 
came  into  force  and  under  the  powers  of  this  Act  the  Social 
Services  Department  took  over  certain  functions  of  the  Health 
Department  and  this  included  the  Mental  Health  Service,  Home 
Helps,  Day  Care,  the  care  of  the  unmarried  mother  and  her  child, 
and  provision  of  Convalescent  Home  treatment. 

The  Nursing  Services 

Following  rapidly  on  these  changes  the  main  part  of  the 
Mayston  Report  on  Local  Authority  Nursing  Structure  was  imple¬ 
mented  by  the  County  Council  and  Senior  Nursing  Officers  foi 
health  visiting,  home  nursing,  and  midwifery,  were  appointed. 
These  Nursing  Officers  have  been  able  to  devote  time  to  the 
problems  of  field  staff,  giving  assistance  to  the  understanding 
of  new  procedures  and  health  education  activities,  and  also  to 
the  orientation  of  new  staff  to  their  districts.  All  in  all  they 
have  contributed  to  consolidating  and  improving  the  standards 
of  the  nursing  services. 

The  Midwifery  Service 

This  service  had  been  under  pressure  for  some  time  and 
presented  administrative  difficulties  which  were  related  to  the 
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varying  work-loads  in  the  different  districts  in  the  Division.  The 
Divisional  birth  rate,  while  higher  than  the  national  average  of 
16,  has  fallen  from  18.3  in  1970  to  17.4  in  the  current  year  and 
a  difference  between  the  five  District  Councils  persists,  varying 
from  20.8  in  Garforth  to  14.8  in  Rothwell.  Additionally  in  the 
Garforth  district  33.5%  of  confinements  were  at  home,  as  com¬ 
pared  with  8.9%  in  the  Wetherby  district,  contributing  to  the 
problems  of  staff  deployment. 

In  October,  1971  the  midwives  in  the  Garforth  area  were 
supplied  with  radio-telephones  controlled  by  the  Castleford 
Ambulance  Station  ;  this  project  being  a  pilot  scheme  for  the 
County.  With  improved  communication  it  has  been  possible  to 
relieve  stress  on  staff,  improve  staff  deployment  and  raise  the 
standard  of  service  to  the  public.  A  full  establishment  of  mid¬ 
wives  is  now  employed. 

Family  Planning 

In  1970  a  Family  Planning  Clinic  was  opened  at  Swillington 
as  a  direct  service  by  the  County  Council.  During  1971  the 
service  was  extended  and  clinics  were  opened  at  Rothwell,  Out- 
wood  and  Tadcaster.  In  January,  1972  the  Family  Planning 
Association  opened  a  clinic  at  Wetherby,  thus  completing  the 
plans  for  a  balanced  family  planning  service  throughout  the 
Division. 


Health  Education 

During  1971  health  education  was  undertaken  in  an  increas¬ 
ing  number  of  senior  schools  in  the  Division  and  this  activity 
was  also  extended  into  some  junior  schools.  Our  aim  is  to  give 
factual  health  information  in  a  way  that  is  acceptable,  both  to 
parents  and  the  child,  that  will  help  to  give  young  people  a  well 
balanced  outlook  and  attitude  to  life,  with  its  many  problems. 


Conclusion 

In  conclusion  I  would  like  to  place  on  record  my  thanks 
to  all  Divisional  Staff  and  to  the  District  Councils  and  their  staff 
for  their  co-operation  and  assistance  during  the  past  year. 


August,  1972. 


ELIZABETH  M.  HARGREAVES, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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TABLE  1 


PRINCIPAL  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1971 


Garforth  Rothwell 

Urban  Urban 

District  District 

Stanley 

Urban 

District 

Tadcaster 

Rural 

District 

Wetherby 

Rural 

District 

Divisional 

Totals 

Population  (Mid-year  1971) 

25,340 

28,260 

20,980 

34,860 

30,760 

140,200 

Live  Births: 

Total 

600 

409 

388 

576 

467 

2,440 

Legitimate 

585 

393 

367 

547 

455 

2,347 

Illegitimate 

15 

16 

21 

29 

12 

93 

Stillbirths 

8 

2 

14 

2 

11 

37 

Deaths  of  Infants: 

Legitimate 

10 

4 

8 

7 

4 

33 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

2 

Under  one  week 

6 

— 

4 

4 

1 

15 

Under  four  weeks 

7 

1 

4 

4 

4 

20 

Total  under  one  year 

10 

4 

9 

8 

4 

35 

Deaths  (All  causes) 

230 

439 

200 

355 

266 

1,490 

CRUDE  AND 

Live  Births  23.7 

ADJUSTED  RATES 

14.5  18.5  16.5 

15.2 

17.4 

Live  Births  (Adjusted) 

20.8 

14.8 

18,3 

16.5 

17.0 

— 

Illegitimate  Births  per 

1000  live  births 

25.0 

39.1 

54.1 

50.4 

25.7 

38.1 

Deaths  (All  causes) 

9.1 

15.5 

9.5 

10.2 

8.6 

10.6 

Deaths  (Adjusted) 

13.2 

12.6 

11.1 

12.0 

11.5 

— 

Maternal  Mortality 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Stillbirths 

13.2 

4.9 

34.8 

3.5 

23.0 

14.9 

Perinatal  Mortality 

23.0 

4.9 

44.8 

10.4 

25.1 

21.0 

Neo-Nata.l  Mortality 

11.7 

2.4 

10.3 

6.9 

8.6 

8.2 

Early  Neo-Natal  Mortality 

(under  1  week) 

10.0 

— 

10.3 

7.0 

2.1 

6.1 

Infant  Mortality 

All  infants  per  1000  live  births 

16.7 

9.8 

23.2 

13.9 

8.6 

14.3 

legitimate  infants  per  1000 

legitimate  live  births 

17.1 

10.2 

21.8 

12.1 

8.8 

14.1 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1000 

illegitimate  live  births 

— 

— 

47.6 

34.5 

— 

31.0 

Tuberculosis  -  respiratory 

0.04 

— 

— 

— 

— 

0.01 

Tuberculosis  -  other 

— 

— 

— 

0.03 

— 

0.01 

Tuberculosis  -  all  forms 

0.04 

— 

— 

0.03 

— 

0.01 

Cancer  (all  forms) 

1.78 

2.83 

1.81 

2.15 

1.69 

2.07 

Vascular  lesions  of  the 

nervous  system 

1.07 

3.29 

1.29 

1.38 

1.20 

1.65 

Heart  and  Circulatory  Disease 

3.83 

5.94 

3.77 

3.61 

3.41 

4.10 

Respiratory 

0.83 

1.70 

0.91 

1.09 

0.78 

1.07 

Comparability  Factors: 

Births 

0.88 

1.02 

0.99 

1.00 

1.13 

Deaths 

1.45 

0.81 

1.16 

1.18 

1.33 

All  the  maternal  mortality  stillbirth  and  peri-natal  mortality  rates  are  per  1000  live  and  stillbirths. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS,  See  Table  1 


From  the  Vital  Statistics  it  will  be  seen  there  has  been  a 
slight  fall  in  the  Divisional  Live  Birth  Rate,  there  being  2,440 
Live  Birth  in  1971  compared  with  2,498  in  the  previous  year.  The 
Death  Rate  has  risen  slightly,  heart  and  circulatory  disease 
taking  the  major  toll. 


TABLE  2 

RECORD  OF  DEATHS  IN  AGE  GROUPS  1971 


GARFORTH 

URBAN 

DISTRICT 

ROTHWELL 

URBAN 

DISTRICT 

STANLEY 

URBAN 

DISTRICT 

TADCASTER 

RURAL 

DISTRICT 

WETHERBY 

RURAL 

DISTRICT 

M 

F 

Total 

M 

F  Total 

M 

F 

Total 

M 

F 

Total 

M 

F 

Total 

Under  1  year 

5 

5 

10 

4 

4 

6 

3 

9 

6 

2 

8 

1 

3 

4 

1 —  4  years 

2 

- 

2 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

3 

1 

4 

- 

- 

- 

5 — 14  years 

1 

- 

1 

- 

3 

3 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

3 

1 

4 

15 — 24  years 

3 

- 

3 

2 

1 

3 

2 

- 

2 

9 

- 

9 

3 

1 

4 

25 — 34  years 

2 

2 

4 

2 

1 

3 

1 

- 

1 

1 

1 

2 

5 

2 

7 

35 — 44  years 

2 

1 

3 

7 

6 

13 

3 

3 

6 

9 

1 

10 

4 

4 

3 

45 — 54  years 

10 

12 

22 

12 

9 

21 

5 

11 

16 

14 

5 

19 

8 

5 

13 

55 — 64  years 

21 

13 

34 

37 

20 

57 

30 

11 

41 

35 

26 

61 

26 

18 

44 

65 — 74  years 

38 

20 

58 

58 

63 

121 

31 

21 

52 

63 

40 

103 

36 

31 

67 

75  and  over 

44 

49 

93 

73 

140 

213 

27 

45 

72 

60 

79 

139 

43 

72 

115 

128 

102 

230 

192 

247 

439 

106 

94 

200 

200 

155 

355 

129 

137 

266 

Table  2  shows  the  age  at  death  ;  the  distribution  remaining 
similar  to  that  of  1970. 
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TABLE  3 


CAUSES  OP  DEATH,  1971 


GARFORTH 

URBAN 

DISTRICT 


ROTHWELL 

URBAN 

DISTRICT 


STANLEY 

URBAN 

DISTRICT 


TAD  CASTER  WETHERBY 


RURAL 

DISTRICT 


RURAL 

DISTRICT 


M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Tuberculosis  of 

respiratory  system 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Late  effects  of 

respiratory  Tuberculosis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Malaria 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Other  infective  and 

parasitic  diseases 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm: 

Oesophagus 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Stomach 

1 

4 

2 

6 

1 

4 

4 

1 

2 

2 

Intestine 

2 

2 

2 

9 

2 

3 

5 

10 

4 

5 

Larynx 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Lung,  Bronchus 

11 

— 

16 

3 

7 

1 

16 

1 

7 

7 

Breast 

— 

6 

— 

10 

— 

11 

— 

7 

— 

6 

Uterus 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

5 

— 

2 

Prostate 

1 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

5 

— 

1 

— 

Leukaemia 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

2 

— 

Other 

7 

6 

9 

1'j 

3 

4 

7 

11 

6 

9 

Benign  and  unspecified 

neoplasms 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Diabetes  Mellitus 

— 

1 

— 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

— 

2 

Other  endocrine  etc.. 

diseases 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Avitaminoses,  etc. 

— 

— 

— 

i 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Anaemias 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Other  diseases  of 

blood,  etc. 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Meningitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Mental  disorders 

— 

— 

2 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Multiple  Sclerosis 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  diseases  of 

nervous  system 

1 

3 

2 

£ 

4 

1 

4 

2 

1 

— 

Chronic  rheumatic 

heart  disease 

4 

1 

i 

1 

2 

1 

3 

2 

2 

2 

Hypertensive  disease 

6 

2 

— 

2 

1 

1 

3 

1 

5 

1 

Ischaemic  heart  disease  . . 

35 

36 

66 

57 

29 

30 

58 

31 

43 

30 

Other  forms  of 

heart  disease 

6 

1 

9 

21 

5 

7 

10 

12 

4 

7 

Cerebrovascular  disease  . . 

15 

12 

29 

64 

14 

13 

22 

26 

15 

22 

Other  diseases  of 

circulatory  system 

4 

2 

7 

4 

2 

1 

3 

3 

5 

6 

Influenza 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

— 

1 

10 

13 

1 

1 

9 

5 

4 

11 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema 

14 

2 

15 

9 

15 

— 

14 

5 

8 

1 

Asthma 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

Other  diseases  of 

respiratory  system 

2 

2 

1 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Carried  forward  . . 
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TABLE  3 — continued 


Brought  Forward  . . 

GARFORTH 

URBAN 

DISTRICT 

M  F 

ROTHWELL 

URBAN 

DISTRICT 

M  F 

STANLEY 

URBAN 

DISTRICT 

M  F 

TADCASTER 

RURAL 

DISTRICT 

M  F 

WETHERS Y 
RURAL 
DISTRICT 

M  F 

Peptic  Ulcer 

1 

2 

1 

2 

_ 

2 

Appendicitis 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Intestinal  obstruction 

and  hernia 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

1 

2 

1 

— 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

Other  diseases  of 

digestive  system 

1 

— 

— 

2 

1 

1 

3 

— 

2 

6 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis.. 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  . . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Other  diseases,  genito- 

urinary  system 

— 

2 

1 

4 

— 

— 

— 

4 

1 

— 

Diseases  of  musculo- 

skeletal  system 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

2 

2 

1 

2 

Congenital  anomalies 

— 

2 

1 

3 

2 

1 

3 

— 

1 

1 

Birth  injury,  difficult 

labour,  etc. 

2 

1 

— 

— 

2 

1 

1 

2 

— 

1 

Other  causes  of 

perinatal  mortality 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Symptoms  and  ill-defined 

conditions 

1 

— 

* 

1 

— 

2 

2 

6 

— 

1 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  . . 

5 

1 

1 

4 

— 

9 

1 

5 

3 

All  other  accidents 

1 

5 

4 

4 

3 

1 

2 

7 

3 

2 

Suicide  and  self- 

inflicted  injuries 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

2 

1 

All  other  external  causes.. 

1 

1 

1 

TOTALS  .. 

128 

102 

192 

247 

106 

94 

200 

155 

129 

137 

Table  3  shows  the  Causes  of  Death.  The  predominant 
causes  of  death  being  heart  and  circulatory  disease  and  malig¬ 
nant  disease.  Coronary  artery  disease  alone  accounted  for  414 
deaths  ;  deaths  from  lung  cancer  and  cancer  of  the  breast  in¬ 
creased  in  1971,  indicating  a  need  to  increase  our  efforts  with 
health  education,  pointing  out  the  dangers  of  smoking  to  health 
and  suggesting  a  need  for  pre-symptomatic  screening.  Total 
deaths  from  accidents  increased  from  43  in  1970  to  62  in  1971. 
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TABLE  4 


INFANT  MORTALITY,  1971 


Deaths  from  stated  causes  under  one  year  of  age 


Cause  of  Death 

Under  i  week  j 

V 

V 

V 

z 

i 

V1 

V 

V 
£ 
rn 

1 

<N 

3-4  weeks  J 

Total  under  I  month 

1-3  months 

3-6  months 

6-9  months 

9-12  months  j 

Total  under  I  year  j 

1. 

Prematurity 

4 

i 

- 

5 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5 

2. 

Congenital  Abnormalities 

(a)  C.N.S. 

2 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

— 

- 

1 

3 

(b)  C.V.S. 

J) 

i 

i 

5 

- 

- 

- 

1 

6 

(c)  Other 

2 

i 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

5 

3. 

Infection 

* 

(a>  Respiratory 

3 

- 

- 

4 

4 

1 

1 

!3 

(b)  Alimentary 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

(c)  Other 

I 

1  - 

- 

- 

i 

1 

- 

- 

- 

2 

4. 

Haemorrhage 

| 

5. 

Asphyxia 

1 

(a)  Inhalation  of  vomit 

- 

! 

— 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

J  5 

i 

4 

i 

— 

20 

6 

2 

4 

** 

J 

35 

Table  4  shows  the  causes  of  death  in  children  who  died  in 
the  first  year  of  life,  congenital  abnormalities  and  respiratory 
infection  being  the  most  common  causes  of  infant  deaths.  The 
mortality  rate  of  14.3  compares  favourably  with  17.5  nationally 
for  1971  and  17.6  divisionally  for  1970. 
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Wetherby  R.D.  I  Tadcaster  R.D.  I  Stanley  U.D 


TABLE  5 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  DURING  THE  YEAR  1971 


w 

*3 

<u 

0) 

CD 

all  ag 

1969 

all  ag 

1970 

all  ag 

1971 

Vi 

o 

p*> 

rH 

«• 

k. 

V 

years 

year* 

years 

Vi 

►* 

m 

** 

15 

r— < 

«e 

-*-> 

fH 

« 

V 

rH 

1 

7 

CD 

1 

o 

„o 

6 

fl 

1 

A 

(A 

H 

p 

1 

rH 

A 

* 

*9 

w 

Hi 

ro 


o 

c 

M 

G 

G 


w  w 

6  * 


• 

Measles 

4 

121 

7 

3 

1 

2 

1 

-  - 

— 

0 

Scarlet  Fever 

11 

21 

6 

— _ 

3 

3 

— 

—  — 

— 

P 

Meningococcal 

A 

Infection 

— 

— 

2 

— 

■ — 

— 

2 

—  — 

— 
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b< 

Food  Poisoning 

3 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

—  — 

— 

© 

Whooping  Cough  ••• 

4 

25 

17 

1 

12 

3 

— 

—  — 

— 

ej 

Infective  Hepatitis 

1 

1 

9 

— 

— 

5 

4 

—  — 

— 

O 

Dysentery 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

—  — 

— 

• 

Measles 

18 

374 

224 

16 

98 

104 

4 

2 

0 

Scarlet  Fever 

34 

18 

39 

3 

9 

24 

3 

—  — 

— 

p 

Meningococcal 

Infection 
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1 

4 

— 

— 

1 

3 

—  — 

— 

£ 

Food  Poisoning 

3 

3 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

—  — 

— 

Whooping  Cough  ••• 

16 

13 

47 

— 

21 

23 

— 

—  — 

3 

© 

Infective  Hepatitis 

26 

20 

10 

— 

1 

4 

2 

—  3 

— 

83 

Dysentery 

13 

8 

36 

— 

8 

17 

11 

'  ■ 

— 

Measles 

11 

146 

225 

4 

77 

163 

4 

1  — 

6 

Scarlet  Fever 

18 

6 

15 

— 

3 

12 

— 

—  — 

— 

Meningococcal 

Infection 

— 

1 

3 

— 

1 

— 

2 

—  — 

— 

Whooping  Cough  ••• 

6 

16 

18 

— 

11 

7 

— 

—  — 

— 

Infective  Hepatitis 

11 

3 

3 

— 

— 

2 

1 

—  — 

— 

Dysentery 

1 

6 

2 

1 

' 

1  — 

Measles 

129 

292 

64 

2 

26 

34 

1 

i 

Scarlet  Fever 

42 

4 

5 

— 

4 

— 

1 

—  — 

— 

Meningococcal 

Infection 

— 

2 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

2 

21 

18 

1 

9 

8 

— 

—  — 

— 

Typhoid 

— 

1 

Infective  Hepatitis 

29 

9 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

—  — 

— 

Dysentery 

9 

4 

3 

■ 

2 

' 

1 

"  - 

— 

Measles 

33 

193 

5 

3 

2 

Scarlet  Fever 

45 

3 

5 

— 

2 

3 

— 

-  - 

— 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

— 

1 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

—  — 

— 

Food  Poisoning 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

—  — 
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— 
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— 

— 

— 

2 

—  — 

— 

Infective  Hepatitis 

4 

3 

7 

— 

— 

1 

2 

4  — 

— 

Dysentery 

5 

4 

5 

— 

1 

1 

3 

—  — 

— 
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TABLE  6 


TUBERCULOSIS  —  NEW  CASES  NOTIFIED  1971 


Garforth  Rothwell  Stanley  Tadcaster  Wetherby 

U.D.  U.D.  U.D.  R.D.  R.D. 


AGE 

>> 

ct 

r- 

O 

r" 

e 

Q-i 

0 

p 

35 

\ 

c 

0 

2 

Pulmonary  j 

Non- Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- Pulmonary  | 

Pulmonary 

1 

Non- Pulmonary  j 

R 

Pulmonary 

Non- Pulmonary  | 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

1 

F 

M 

F 

P 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

25  "  34  years 

35  -  44  . 

_ 

1 

45  54  i » 

55-64  ,, 

- 

65  and  over 

I 

I 

; 

— 
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1 

i 

} 

i 

TOTALS  .. 

1 

i  2 

- 

1 

1 

3 

I 

- 

l 

. 

1 

j  _ 

I 

i 

1  _ 

1 

I 

- 

- 

Table  5.  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the  year.  In  the 
last  decade  the  pattern  of  infectious  disease  has  changed  in 
both  incidence  and  virulence  and  with  sound  immunisation  poli¬ 
cies  and  enlightened  treatment  the  importance  of  certain  dis¬ 
eases  has  fallen. 

Infective  Hepatitis  has  been  notifiable  for  3  years.  Our  know¬ 
ledge  of  this  disease  is  incomplete  and  research  continues. 

Malaria.  Two  cases  of  malignant  tertain  malaria,  one  of 
them  fatal  were  notified  during  1971  ;  both  imported  from  Africa. 
Many  parts  of  the  tropics  have  now  become  accessible  to  visitors 
travelling  for  business  or  pleasure,  who  may  be  unaware  that 
they  are  passing  through  endemic  areas  of  malaria  and  who  may 
not  have  been  forewarned  that  simple  precautions  may  be  fully 
adequate  to  prevent  infection,  while  ignoring  them  may  have 
serious  consequences. 
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Table  6.  11  new  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  noti¬ 

fied,  remaining  the  same  as  in  1970.  The  number  of  non-pul- 
monary  cases  notified  shows  a  decline  from  7  to  1  in  the  current 
year.  The  incidence  of  tuberculosis  shows  an  overall  decline  in 
recent  years,  but  continued  vigilance  is  necessary. 

Table  7  shows  the  number  of  cases  on  the  Tuberculosis 
Register  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

TABLE  7 


DISTRICT 

PULMONARY 

NON-PULMONARY 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Garforth  Urban 

21 

23 

4 

4 

Rothwell  Urban 

54 

27 

13 

3 

Stanley  Urban 

5 

12 

4 

1 

Tadcaster  Rural 

31 

20 

5 

5 

Wetherby  Rural 

15 

17 

4 

7 

126 

99 

30 

20 

Table  8  clearly  shows  the  variation  in  the  percentage  of 
home  confinements  in  the  different  districts  in  the  division. 
Although  the  percentage  of  home  confinements  in  Wetherby 
and  Tadcaster"  Rural  Districts  is  low,  the  need  to  retain  a  com¬ 
petent  service  for  ante  and  post  natal  care  remains,  as  indeed 
is  the  case  in  other  districts  in  the  division. 

TABLE  8 


DISTRICT 

Domiciliary 

Deliveries 

Hospital 

Deliveries 

Percentage  of 
Domiciliary 
Deliveries 

1970 

1971 

1970 

1971 

1970 

1971 

Garforth  Urban 

197 

204 

431 

404 

31.2 

33.5 

Rothwell  Urban 

102 

98 

357 

313 

22.4 

23.8 

Stanley  Urban 

121 

123 

262 

279 

31.6 

30.6 

Tadcaster  Rural 

114 

101 

449 

477 

20.2 

17.5 

Wetherby  Rural 

50 

39 

449 

439 

10.00 

8.9 

584 

565 

1948 

1912 

23.00 

22.0 
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TABLE  9 


V  A  COIN  ATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 


Primary 

Immunisation 

Course 

1971 

Children 

1970 

born  in  year:- 
1969 

1968 

Pre-1968 

Total 

Poliomyelitis 

30 

1697 

528 

30 

37 

2322 

Diphtheria 

31 

1696 

525 

29 

39 

2320 

Pertussis 

31 

1689 

520 

25 

6 

2271 

Tetanus 

31 

1694 

525 

29 

56 

2335 

Measles 

2 

991 

738 

127 

213 

2071 

Rubella 

-  - 

___ 

. 

_ __ 

1825 

1825 

TABLE  10 

Re-inforcing 

Doses 

1971 

Children  born  in  year: 
1970  1969 

1968 

Pre-1968 

Total 

Poliomyelitis 

— 

46 

31 

16 

566 

659 

Diphtheria 

— 

49 

28 

14 

571 

662 

Pertussis 

— 

48 

26 

9 

99 

182 

Tetanus 

— 

50 

31 

17 

772 

870 

The  number  of  children  vaccinated  or  immunised  is  shown  in 
Tables  9  and  10. 


Vaccination  against  Smallpox 

During  recent  years  the  smallpox  eradication  programme  of 
the  World  Health  Organization  has  made  good  progress  and  the 
areas  of  the  world  in  which  smallpox  is  still  occurring  are  greatly 
reduced.  Consequently  the  likelihood  of  its  introduction  into 
this  country  is  considerably  diminished.  In  November,  1971  the 
policy  of  vaccination  against  smallpox  in  infancy  was  discon¬ 
tinued. 
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The  Child  Health  Service 

Many  conditions  affecting  the  child’s  educational  progress 
may  be  present  at  birth  or  evident  soon  after  birth,  and  as 
this  is  now  v/ell  recognised  there  has  been  a  re-orientation  of 
the  work  undertaken  by  the  staff  in  the  Child  Health  Service 
resulting  in  periodic  developmental  assessments  during  the  pre¬ 
school  period.  Should  a  condition  be  discovered  producing  a  need 
for  special  educational  treatment,  the  necessary  arrangements 
are  made  to  secure  a  suitable  placement  at  school.  At  the  age 
of  4^-  years  the  child  has  a  routine  medical  examination,  usually 
at  the  clinic,  and  this  includes  a  complete  physical  examination. 
After  school  entry  further  programmed  health  screening  is  con¬ 
tinued. 

The  number  of  pupils  attending  schools  in  the  Division  as 
at  30th  September,  1971  was  23,461,  and  of  this  number  3,245 
received  a  full  medical  examination  after  school  entry.  The 
physical  condition  of  1  pupil  was  considered  to  be  unsatisfac¬ 
tory  by  the  school  doctor.  School  nurses  undertook  49,557 
cleanliness  inspections  and  found  537  pupils  to  be  infested.  4,062 
6/7  year  olds  were  routinely  tested  for  hearing  and  151  were 
referred  for  investigation.  41  children  were  known  to  be  in 
school  with  hearing  aids  and  this  number  includes  30  pupils  at 
Bridge  House  School.  1,304  children  were  treated  for  errors  of 
refraction  and  317  children  had  glasses  prescribed.  77  children 
who  had  learning  difficulties  were  assessed  by  the  Medical  staff 
and  92  children  were  referred  to  the  Child  Guidance  Clinics  held 
at  Rothwell  and  Tadcaster. 


Solitary  Circumstances 

A  comprehensive  statement  of  the  sanitary  circumstances  of 
the  area  will  be  found  in  the  report  of  the  Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 
off  the 

CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1971 

To: —  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Rothwell  Urban  District  Council. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  submit  for  your  consideration  and  perusal  my  Annual 
Report  on  the  Health  and  Cleansing  Department,  in  which  each 
particular  phase  is  commented  on  under  its  own  heading. 

HOUSING 

During  the  year  the  number  of  applications  for  grant  for 
conversion  or  improvement  of  accommodation  has  ‘snowballed’, 
due,  I  am  sure,  to  the  fact  that  we  are  one  of  the  districts 
listed  for  the  75%  Development  and  Intermediate  Area  grant 
scheme. 

Under  the  Housing  Act,  1969,  Section  45,  210  applications 
were  received  for  Qualification  Certificates.  91  were  granted 
and  44  refused.  53  applcations  were  received  for  Certificates  of 
Provisional  Approval  and  47  were  granted. 

During  the  year  7  areas  w7ere  the  subject  of  reports  by  my¬ 
self  to  the  Council,  under  the  Slum  Clearance  Programme. 

Reproduced  below  are  the  main  items  from  the  Housing 


Statistics  Report:  — 

No.  of  houses  in  the  district  9,977 

No.  of  houses  included  in  representations  made 
during  the  year:  — 

(a)  in  Clearance  Areas  102 

(b)  individually  unfit  houses  3 

Houses  demolished  during  the  year:  — 

In  or  adjoining  Clearance  Areas  87 

Not  in  or  adjoining  Clearance  Areas  25 

No.  of  persons  displaced  during  the  year:  — 

From  houses  to  be  demolished  in  or  adjoining 
Clearance  Areas  7| 
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From  houses  to  be  demolished  not  in  or 
adjoining  Clearance  Areas  21 

No  of  families  displaced  during  the  year: — 

From  houses  to  be  demolished  in  or  adjoining 
Clearance  areas  4 

From  houses  to  be  demolished  not  in  or 
adjoining  Clearance  Areas  13 

Unfit  Houses  made  fit:  — 

After  informal  action  by  local  authority  3 

After  formal  notice  under  Section  9  (1)  and 
16  (1)  Housing  Act,  1957  2 

Other  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied:  — 

After  formal  notice  under  Public  Health  Acts  17 

After  formal  notice  under  Section  9  (la) 
Housing  Act,  1957  5 

After  informal  action  by  local  Authority  50 

No.  of  families  rehoused  during  the  year  into 
Council  owned  dwellings:  — 

(a)  Clearance  Areas,  etc.  17 

(b)  Overcrowding  38 

No.  of  new  dwellings  completed  during  the  year:  — 

By  the  local  authority  55 

By  Private  Enterprise  50 

Grants  for  conversion  or  improvement  of  Housing 
accommodation :  — 

Formal  application  123 

Applications  approved  123 

Number  of  dwellings  completed  96 


Clean  Air  and  Clean  Air  Zones 

No  further  Smoke  Control  Areas  were  submitted  during  the 
year  owing  to  priority  being  given  to  other  capital  works  pro¬ 
grammes.  The  number  of  operational  areas  is  13  affecting  6,148 
premises  and  covering  4,260  acres. 

On  the  industrial  side  an  examination  of  all  plans  sub¬ 
mitted  takes  place  with  discussions  if  necessary,  to  provide  the 
most  efficient  type  of  plant  and  flues. 

During  the  year  6  applications  were  made  under  Section  6 
of  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1968  regarding  chimney  heights  —  all  6 
applications  were  approved. 
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Factories  and  Workshops 

17  visits  were  made  to  factories  and  workshops  in  the 
district  and  the  premises  generally  were  found  to  be  satisfac¬ 
tory. 

The  number  of  premises  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the 
year  was  85. 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963 

At  the  end  of  the  year  75  premises  employing  629  persons 
were  registered  with  the  Council  under  the  Offices,  Shops  and 
Railway  Premises  Act,  1963.  6  new  premises  were  registered 

during  the  year. 

During  the  year  70  inspections  were  made  of  these  premises 
and  defects  and  deficiencies  were  noted  where  applicable. 

No  accidents  were  reported  during  the  period  as  required 
by  the  Act. 

Public  Conveniences 

We  still  suffer  from  vandalism  and  are  never  absolutely  clear 
of  some  sort  of  misuse,  the  latest  being  the  use  of  the  aerosol 
paint  spray.  This  is  particularly  difficult  to  erase  and  clean  owing 
to  the  cellulose  base  used  in  manufacture. 

Public  Mortuary 

The  one  mortuary  we  have  at  the  rear  of  the  Civic  Build¬ 
ings  has  been  in  service  throughout  the  whole  of  the  year 
without  any  undue  trouble. 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act 

During  the  year  497  inspections  were  made  relating  to  the 
investigation  and  treatment  for  rodent  infestation.  126  premi¬ 
ses  were  treated  for  rats  and  33  for  mice. 

Nuisances 

70  informal  notifications  were  served  during  the  year  on 
persons  requiring  the  abatement  of  nuisances,  most  of  which 
were  rectified  or  abated.  6  Statutory  Notices  had  to  be  served 
and  at  the  year  end  all  these  had  been  dealt  with  except  3. 

No  legal  procedings  had  to  be  taken  during  the  year. 

During  the  warmer  weather  we  again  received  complaints 
from  residents  in  the  Oulton  and  Woodlesford  areas  regarding 
mosquitoes  and  in  next  year’s  report  (1972)  I  shall  be  giving  a 
full  account  of  the  survey  and  findings  of  the  investigation. 
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Noise  Abatement 

8  complaints  of  noise  from  Industrial  and  Domestic 
premises  were  received  during  the  year  and  these  were  all 
rectified  informally.  Additionally  3  complaints  were  received 
regarding  chimes  from  ice-cream  salesmen  (an  offence  is  com¬ 
mitted  if  chimes  are  sounded  before  12  noon  or  after  7.0  p.m.) 
and  these  also  were  remedied  informally. 

Incidental  Activities 

49  licenses  for  the  storage  of  Petroleum  Spirit  are  in  force 
in  the  district.  19  visits  were  made  to  such  premises  to 
ensure  that  the  regulations  and  safety  precautions  are  being 
complied  with. 

2  Riding  Establishments  are  registered  under  the  Riding 
Establishments  Act,  1964. 

17  Hairdressers  are  registered  under  the  West  Riding 
(General  Powers)  Act.  3  visits  being  made  during  the  course 
of  the  year. 

Before  the  County  Council  will  issue  a  licence  to  sell  game 
the  applicant  must  produce  a  Certificate  from  the  local  authority 
stating  that  the  premises  are  registered  and  again  in  one  in¬ 
stance  we  performed  this  function. 

Public  Cleansing 

Preliminary  investigations  are  being  carried  out  into  the 
possibility  of  the  introduction  of  a  Bonus  Incentive  Scheme  for 
Refuse  Collection  and  I  shall  give  a  full  report  on  this  in  the 
1972  Report. 

We  still  deal  with  abandoned  cars  under  the  Civic  Ameni¬ 
ties  Act  and  during  the  year  4  vehicles  were  disposed  of. 

There  has  been  no  complaint  during  the  year  regarding  the 
management  of  or  the  condition  of  the  tip  which  is  situated  at 
Foxholes,  Methley,  but  we  have  again  been  plagued  by  fires, 
particularly  during  school  holidays  and  I  am  sure  most  of  the 
fires  are  deliberate. 

During  the  year  2,292  motor  loads  of  refuse  were  disposed  of 
by  controlled  tipping. 

Sewers  and  Drains 

The  position  with  regard  to  domestic  drainage  is  broadly 
the  same,  we  deal  with  complaints  and  clear  most  of  the  block- 
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ages  by  direct  labour  and  at  a  rate  charge.  Any  stoppages  or 
defects  which  require  a  contractor’s  attention  were  notified  to 
the  owners  by  informal  or  statutory  action  and  in  all  cases  these 
were  rectified. 

The  two  temporary  pumping  installations  are  still  in  opera¬ 
tion,  one  is  in  Savile  Road  and  the  other  at  Lower  Mickletown, 
Methley.  Supervision  and  attention  is  given  by  an  employee  of 
this  Department,  to  overcome  the  altered  gradients  of  the  sewer 
where  mining  subsidence  has  affected  these. 

The  National  Coal  Board  have  accepted  responsibility  and 
accounts  are  submitted  to  them  monthly. 

Food  and  Drugs 

During  the  year  8  cases  of  foreign  matter  in  food  and  6 
cases  of  mould  in  food  were  dealt  with.  Only  one  prosecution 
was  taken  and  fines  and  costs  amounting  to  £45.00  were  im¬ 
posed. 

In  1971,  1,206  containers  of  food  passed  through  the  Con¬ 
tainer  Base  at  Stourton,  25  samples  were  taken,  all  of  which 
were  satisfactory.  An  additional  4  samples  were  taken  for 
pesticide  residues  and  these  were  all  satisfactory. 

The  following  amounts  of  food  surrendered  or  condemned 
during  routine  supervision  throughout  the  area  are  as  follows: 


Cwts. 

Lbs. 

Cooked  meats  and  meat  products 

7 

Canned  meats 

10 

46 

Other  canned  foods 

3 

50 

Frozen  food  —  due  to  cabinet  breakdown 

67 

Total 

14 

58 

Below  is  a  list  of  premises  subject  to  the  Food  Hygiene 
(General)  Regulations,  1960:  — 

Catering  Establishments  25 

Bakehouses  4 

Other  Food  shops  125 

Number  of  Food  Premises  registered  under  Section  16  of  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955:  — 

Retailers  of  Ice  cream  68 

Sausages,  Potted  or  Preserved 

Foods  34 
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Food  Hawkers 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  West  Riding  County  Council 
(General  Powers)  Act,  1951,  there  are  42  vehicles  registered,  of 
which  27  are  Food  Hawkers  and  15  Ice-cream  vendors.  These 
are  inspected  from  time  to  time  and  the  few  offences  were 
dealt  with  informally. 

Water  Supply 

The  whole  of  the  water  used  in  this  area  is  controlled  by 
Leeds  Corporation  and  we  do  sample  from  time  to  time  although 
it  is  true  to  say  that  less  is  done  now  than  hitherto  as  Leeds 
have  their  own  Inspection  and  Sampling  Department. 

Statistical  Record 

Appended  is  the  usual  report  of  visits  and  inspections 
covered  and  under  the  various  statutes  and  regulations,  also 
under  their  several  headings,  defects  repaired  or  renewed  in 
properties  by  the  service  of  informal  or  formal  notices. 

Visits  and  Inspections 


Caravans 
Civic  Amenities 
Clean  Air  Act 

Demolition  of  Houses  and  Buildings 

Factories  and  Workshops 

Food  Examinations 

Food  Premises 

Hairdressers  and  Barbers 

Housing  Acts 

Housing  Acts  (Re-inspections) 

Noise  Abatement 
Offensive  Trades 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises 
Petroleum  Storage 
Plant  Maintenance 
Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests 
^Public  Cleansing  Services 
Public  Health  Acts 
Public  Health  Acts  (Re-inspections) 
Sewers  and  Drains 
Water  Sampling 

Insect  Investigation  and  Control 
Miscellaneous 
^Public  Conveniences 


1,020 

650 

52 


70 

19 

171 

497 

212 

717 

126 

339 

34 

73 

431 

222i 


48 

490 

172 

17 

268 

112 


7 


3 


8 


Total  5,758 
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The  number  of  inspections  made  is  approximately  8  per 
working  day  per  Inspector. 


Summary  of  Works  carried  out : — 

Interior  of  Houses 

Ceilings  repaired  or  replastered  14 

Walls  repaired  or  replastered  15 

Windows  repaired  or  renewed  12 

Fireplaces  repaired  or  renewed  5 

Floors  repaired  or  renewed  2 

Doors  repaired  or  renewed  9 

Sinks  renewed  4 

Sink  waste  pipes  repaired  or  renewed  3 

Exterior  of  Houses 

Roofs  repaired  14 

Chimney  stacks  repaired  8 

Eaves  Gutters  repaired  or  renewed  9 

Rainwater  pipes  repaired  or  renewed  7 

Walls  repaired  or  repointed  9 

Drainage 

Drains  cleared  from  obstruction  591 

Drains  repaired  or  renewed  11 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

Water  Closets  repaired  11 

Public  Cleansing  services 

Dustbins  provided  or  renewed  230 


Staff 


Owing  to  the  increased  volume  of  traffic  through  the  Con¬ 
tainer  Base  we  took  up  our  option  of  increased  inspector  estab¬ 
lishment,  but  in  the  interim  Mr.  J.  P.  Smith  left  and  joined 
Denby  Dale  U.D.C.,  and  eventually  Mr.  I.  Fraser  from  Halifax 
joined  the  staff. 

On  the  Clerical  side  Mr.  C.  Wood  applied  for  and  received 
promotion  by  moving  into  our  Treasurer’s  Department.  Our 
replacement  this  time  was  a  young  lady,  Miss  J.  Winter- 
bottom. 
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To  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  the  Clerk  to  the  Council, 
Mr.  M.  R.  Hall,  Mrs.  I.  Green  and  the  other  members  of  the 
Health  Department  Staff,  I  am  deeply  appreciative  of  their  help 
and  advice  when  I  needed  it  and  to  all  the  senior  officers  of 
the  Council  and  indeed  to  all  members  of  the  Council  whose 
help  and  co-operation  subscribe  to  the  more  efficient  running  of 
the  Department,  I  tender  my  sincere  thanks. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Members, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

G.  F.  IDLE, 

Public  Health  Inspector. 
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